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Nationality Of Married Women 
HRYSTAL MacMILLAN, the famous 
Scotch lawyer and feminist, writes 
as follows concerning the action of the 
recent Stockholm conference of the Inter- 
national Law Association on the nation- 
ality of married women: 


“The recommendation adopted was 
that all states should be encouraged 
to adopt in their own law the follow- 
ing rules: 

““(a) A woman national of a con- 
forming state shall not, by reason of 
her marriage with a national of a 
non-conforming state, lose her origi- 
nal nationality unless and until by 
reason of such marriage she becomes 
a national of such other state either 
automatically or by naturalization. 

“<(b) A woman national of a con- 
forming state marrying a national of 
another conforming state shall ac- 
quire her husband’s nationality, un- 
less she does under the law of the 
state to which she belonged before 
marriage, retain the nationality of 
such state, or unless she makes a for- 
mal declaration (to be recorded on 
the register of marriage) to the effect 
that she wishes to retain her former 
nationality.’ 


“Under (a) above, a woman who 
automaticaliy is given her husband’s 
nationality may lose her original 
nationality without being consulted. 
Under (b), apparently, if a woman 
does not retain the nationality of her 
original state on marriage, and de- 
clares she does not wish to acquire 
her husband’s, she may be left with- 
out nationality. 

“Tt will be remembered that at the 
meeting of the association at Buenos 
Aires in 1922, the following resolu- 
tion was passed unanimously: 


“‘The conference * * * is of 
opinion that it would be desirable to 
fix uniformly by treaty the national- 
ity of married women, reserving to a 
married woman, so far as possible, 
the right to choose her nationality.’ 


“While recognizing that the asso- 
ciation in its Stockholm recom- 
mendation has selected certain cases 
in which a married woman is given a 
‘aoice of nationality, it is to be 
hoped that at subsequent meetings 
the number of possible cases may be 
considerably increased.” 


Equal Pay For Teachers In New Zealand 
HE women teachers of New Zealand 
are agitating for equal status with 

men in all respects. They want equal 


salaries for equal work, and in this they 
are being supported by the Labor Party. 

The minister’s reply is that woman is 
not the breadwinner of a family in most 


Feminist Notes 


cases, and that the state cannot afford 
the increase in cost that would be in- 
volved. 


Women Organizing In India 

HE women of India are making a 

concentrated effort toward organiza- 
tion that their country may be adequately 
represented in women’s international 
activities. Heretofore Bombay has had 
its Women’s Council, but the other prov- 
inces have had no organization. 

At a recent meeting of the Bombay 
Women’s Council, Mrs. Faridoonji spoke 
on “The International Council of 
Women.” She decried the fact that India 
could not be represented as a whole in 
the council because of the absence of an 
All-India Council. She said it would 
help India if its women came into con- 
tact with the women of other countries; 
that India would thus be advanced so- 
cially and politically, and that only by 
comparison with ideas approved by west- 
ern countries could problems be solved in 
India. A provisional committee was ap- 
pointed to organize the outlying districts. 
Miss Carnelia Sorabji will undertake the 
organization of Bengal; Lady Ali Imam, 
the organization of Behar; Mrs. Cousins, 
Lady Shafi and Mrs. Faridoonji of Pun- 
jab and the United Provinces. They will 
endeavor to organize the entire country 
before the quinquennial meeting of the 
International Council of Women in 
Washington next year. 


Woman In Hawaiian Legislature 
HE first woman legislator in the his- 
tory of the territory of Hawaii will 
take her seat in the next legislature, with 
the assured election of Mrs. Rasolie Keli- 
inoi, Republican, from the island of 
Kauai. 


Persia Has Feminist Paper 
FEMINIST paper, the Persian Fem- 
inist Review, has just been estab- 
lished in Persia, with Mme. Dolatabadi 
as director. 


Jack London's Daughter Insists On Own 

Name 

OAN LONDON ABBOTT, daughter of 
J the late Jack London, and herself a 
writer, has brought suit in Oakland, Cal., 
for divorce against her husband, Park 
Abbott, on the grounds of mental cruelty 
occasioned by the fact that he would not 
allow her to use the name “London” in 
signing short stories and other articles 
with which she is seeking literary fame. 
Mrs. Abbott stated that the reiterated re- 
fusal of her husband to permit her to 
identify herself with her father in her 
literary work caused them to separate. 
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Four Women In Illinois Legislature 

HICAGO has sent its first two women 

to the state legislature. They are 
Mrs. Katherine H. Goode of Hyde Park 
and Mrs. Rena Elrod of Irving Park dis- 
trict. Both are Republicans. Neither 
had serious opposition in the recent elec- 
tion. A third woman legislator, Mrs. 
Lottie Holman O’Neill of Downers Grove, 
was re-elected. 


Even more than in the election of the 
two Chicago women to the legislature 
and the increase in the woman power in 
the lower branch from one to three repre- 
sentatives, women are interested in the 
election of the first woman senator of 
Illinois. 


The Bloomington district has elected 
Mrs. Florence Fifer Bohrer state senator. 
Mrs. Bohrer was the Republican nominee, 
having defeated Senator Frank Hanson 
in the Republican primary last April. 
She is the daughter of former Governor 
“Private Joe” Fifer. Reports from Mc- 
Lean county show that she appears to 
have defeated George Dooley, her Demo- 
cratic opponent, by upwards of 6000. 


Three Women In Wisconsin Legislature 

OR the first time women will sit in 

the legislative halls of Wisconsin as 
a result of the election last week. Three 
women were named to the assembly by 
the voters of the state, and will take their 
places at Madison with the opening of 
the biennial session in January. 

Helen M. Brooks of Coloma will repre- 
sent the Green-Waushara counties dis- 
trict. Mildred Barber of Marathon will 
be assembly-woman for the First Mara- 
thon county district. Price county will 
be represented by Helen F. Thompson, 
Park Falls. 


All of the victorious women were 
named on the Republican ticket. None 
of them had opposition in the final elec- 
tion. 


Women Elected To South Dakota 
Legislature 
OUR women won seats in the South 
Dakota House of Representatives in 
the recent elections. 


In each instance the women candidates 
ran ahead of their party tickets. This 
was especially noticeable in the case of 
Mrs. Mabel Moodie of Elk Point, Demo- 
crat, who won a seat in the First District. 


Three Republican women also were 
successful at the polls. They were Miss 
Gladys Pyle of Huron, Miss Celia M. 
Kelley of Mitchell and Miss Christine 
Olson of Sioux Falls. Miss Pyle won her 
place by defeating Mrs. May Bryan, a 
Democrat. 
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Why | Am for Industrial Equality 


attention was first called to the ef- 

fect of so-called protective legislation 
for women in industry. I was working 
at the time in a large New York hotel 
where women were employed as wait- 
resses in the main restaurant and in the 
grill room. For reasons that seemed 
good and sufficient to the management it 
had been decided to close the grill for 
the summer and to replace the girls in 
the fall with men waiters. Although I 
was not working on the floor, I was in 
close touch with the girls and knew that 
they were all sadly disappointed to hear 
that they were not to come back. It was 
an acknowledged fact that the tips were 
better in the grill, which was open until 
one A. M., than in the main restaurant, 


[’ was in the spring of 1918 that my 


which closed at ten P. M. My first ques- 


tion in talking to the girls was: “Why 
not look for work in some other place 
that had the late hours?” and I came up 


sharp against the law of New York, 


which forbids a woman to choose her 
own working hours if she is a waitress. 
To be sure hotels were excepted in this 
law, an exception which only makes the 
law more ridiculous. 


In effect this law says that a woman’s 
health and morals are endangered if she 
works from seven P. M. to one A. M., 
but not if she works from six A: M. to 
two P. M. at the same business and in 
the same building. Or she may safely 
work as a banquet waitress in a hotel 
until one A. M., but if she is working in 
a tea room on the same block she must 
take off her apron and go home at ten 
P. M., if she would be safe and healthy. 
Understand, this law not only limits the 
number of hours a waitress may work. 
It also prohibits her from working dur- 
ing certain hours. It does seem as 
though the same police force that so ably 
protects chorus girls, cashiers, scrub- 
women and telephone operators as they 
come and go to work in the early morn- 
ing hours might without much extra ex- 
ertion preserve from peril girls who work 
as waitresses. But the law stands. 


By Frances Roberts 


Editor’s Note: Mrs. Roberts is Chairman of 
the New York Industrial Council of the Woman’s 
Party. She has beena waitress in a number of 
places. 


OR centuries women have had the 

habit of adapting themselves to ex- 
isting conditions. The girls of whom I 
speak did likewise and to all appearances 
the incident was closed. I might note, 
however, that it is a bit hard on a woman 
who is supporting a family, as more than 
one of this group was doing, to have to 
adapt. Most of them would have pre- 
ferred to continue braving the dangers 
of New York’s streets at one A. M. on 
their way home. 

In some cases the reduction of income 
was hard on the family too. In one case 
it meant that the oldest daughter could 
not stay in school. In another case it 
meant that the six children would all 
have to be fed and clothed on the smaller 
amount of money. Most mothers would 
cheerfully work the late watch rather 
than know that their youngsters are daily 
getting less nourishment than they ac- 
tually need.. 

I did not lose my job. My attitude, 
therefore, was and still is uninfluenced 
by anything of the personal. But I was 
none the less awake to the question of 
“protective” legislation. | 


WENT to Albany that year to attend 
| the hearing on the various measures 
proposed as extensions of this kindly pro- 
tection. I have gone there several times 
since on similar occasions. I have talked 
with members of both houses. I have 
talked with lobbyists on either side. I 
have attended political conventions in 
vain attempts to bring the matter up for 
serious and impartial consideration. 
And I have talked in the course of time 
with many, many women in industry. 
These are the conclusions that I have 
reached : 

That the average politician is con- 
vinced he will gain votes by helping pass 
laws that are labeled “protective,” though 


by wholesale legislation. 


they should properly be termed “special.” 
He needs to be taught, and there is one 
way only to teach him. With votes. He 
is in too deep a rut of sentiment to be 
convinced by argument. 


That the average woman who favors 
the passage of special laws for her.sex in 
industry has either never earned her liv- 
ing or else she is a woman who wants 
some condition in her own job improved 
and believes that this can be accomplished 
The woman 
who does not earn her living has no 
more right trying to legislate for the 
woman who works than a hen has teach- 
ing ducks how to swim. And to the 
other women let me say that if men had 
found it feasible to regulate their work- 
ing hours—their wages—or their condi- 
tions of labor through the legislature, 
they would have done so long since. 
They, on the contrary, protest against be- 
ing included in any special legislation. 

It takes only a small degree of intelli- 
gence to understand the incongruity of 
an industrial world in which half the 
labor is regulated by law and half by 
union rules. It would be like a team of 
horses in which each was controlled by 
a different driver. The horses couldn’t 
work together and there wouldn’t be 
much plowing done by such a team. 


Thirdly, I have come slowly and un- 
willingly to the belief that the average 
woman in industry is not yet aware that 
some of her handicaps were applied by 
law and can be removed the same way. 
Nor is she yet alive to the fact that ad- 
ditional handicaps are imminent. Wheth- 
er she will be roused to her danger in 
time to protest with the full force of her 
voting strength rests with those of us 
who see clearly. 


E must get our message across in 

no uncertain terms. If the women 
directly concerned are consulted it will 
be a long day before any legal distinction 
can be made between the men and women 
workers who as a team pull together at 
the load of industry. 


California Women Endorse Equal Rights 


HE recent state convention of the 

Federated Business and Professional 
Women of California went on record in 
support of the National Equal Rights 
Amendment and against “all forms of 
legal restriction on the right of contract 
based on sex.” 


Gail Laughlin, national vice-chairman 
of the National Woman’s Party, spoke at 
the convention on behalf of this resolu- 
The resolution was also vigorously 


tion. 
supported by Miss Z. Clements, treasurer 
of the California Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party and president of the Cali- 


fornia Business and Professional Wom- 
en’s League. 

The organized business and professional 
women of California have undertaken a 
vigorous campaign against all special 
labor laws applying to women only and 
in support of equality between men and 
yomen in all industrial legislation. | 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY 


To remove all forms of tie subjection of 
women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States 
and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 21. 
House Joint Resolution Number 75. 


Introduced in the Senate, December 10, 1923, 
by Senator CHaAargLes FE. Curris. 
Introduced in the House of Representatives, 
December 13, 1923, 

| by REPRESENTATIVE D. R. ANTHONY. 


Florence B. Whitehouse, Me. 


Equal Rights 
The Election Results 


HE first national election in which women have had a real opportunity 

to participate is over—and women have but little more control of the life 
of the nation than before. 

The newly elected President and Vice-President are men. Out of the 
forty-eight governors, only two are women, one of whom was chosen to fill 
the unexpired term caused by her husband’s death, and the other to take the 
place of her husband who had been impeached. 

The next United States Senate will be composed of ninety-six men and 
no women. The next House of Representatives will be composed of four 
hundred and thirty-four men and only one woman. 

While the complete returns are not in for the legislatures, it is evident 
that several thousands of men and only a handful of women will sit in the 
forty-eight legislatures. 

There is growing up, however, an ever stronger determination on the part 
of women to change the present exclusive domination of our public life by 
men. This movement is arising not only in the United States, but in all 
countries. In the recent elections in Norway women united, regardless of 
party, to put women in the Storting. In the elections a few weeks ago in 
England, the women who formerly carried on the suffrage fight supported 
women for Parliament, regardless of party lines. This movement is begin- 
ning in Germany and promises to assume considerable proportions by the 
next elections. In this country this same impulse expressed itself in the 
WOMEN FOR CONGRESS campaign, which brought together women from 


every state in a common effort to gain more control of our public life. 


This world-wide movement is only in the early stages, however. In spite 


of the valiant effort of the Norwegian women, every woman candidate for 


the Storting was defeated. In spite of the effort of the women of Great 
Britain, only four women were sent to Parliament—four less than to the last 
Parliament. In spite of the effort of German women, there are fewer women 
in the Reichstag today than at any time since the Revolution. In spite of 
the effort of the women of the United States, only one woman will sit in our 
national Congress, and she is a woman who was elected because she was a 
follower of the local dominant machine, and not in any way because she was 


an advocate of the interests of women or was supported by women. 


Although these common campaigns of the Norwegian women, the British 
women and the Woman’s Party in this country—carried on almost simul- 
taneously—did not actually increase the number of women administrators 
and legislators, the movement which has thus been started in these different 
countries is a movement which will undoubtedly grow until women form 
national and international policies and administer them equally with men. 

The women who shared in the WOMEN FOR CONGRESS campaign in 
the United States, and the women who shared in similar election campaigns 
in other countries this autumn, are pioneers in a movement which will sweep 


the world. 


| 
| 


November 15, 1924 


317 


Are Women Eligible for Public Office ? 


HE question of the eligibility of Mrs. 

Ferguson to election as Governor of 
Texas, which has been before the Texas 
courts for two months, has raised the 
question as to the eligibility of women 
to public office in all states where they 
have not specifically been declared eligi- 
ble by the state constitution or act of 
the state legislature. 


In a number of states women have been 
made eligible to hold all public offices by 
amendments to the state constitution or 
by legislative act. Among these states are 
Delaware, Maryland and Oklahoma, 
where the Woman’s Party worked for 
amendments to the state constitution 
opening public offices to women, and in 
each of which states such an amendment 
was secured within the past three years. 


rNa large number of states, however, 
there has been no constitutional or 
legislative enactment on the subject. The 
situation was summarized as follows in 
a brief prepared by the Woman’s Party 
for presentation to the Texas court in 
connection with Mrs. Ferguson’s case: 


Massachusetts 


The question arose in Massachu- 
setts when the Massachusetts legisla- 
ture required an opinion of the jus- 
tices of its Supreme Judicial Court 
as to Whether the adoption of the 
Nineteenth Amendment to the Fed- 
eral Constitution had the effect of 
rendering women eligible to hold of- 
fices from which they were previously 
excluded by the constitution of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The unanimous decision of the jus- 
tices was that when the woman suf- 
frage amendment eliminated the 
word “male” from the Massachusetts 
constitution as a limitation upon the 
right to vote, it eliminated the main 
support for the implication that 
women are excluded from public of- 
fice; that when the fundamental law 
is silent as to the qualifications for 
office, it commonly is understood that 
electors and electors alone are eligi- 
ble; that the suffrage amendment had 
the effect of rendering women eligible 
to all offices under the Massachusetts 
constitution. Opinion of the Jus- 
tices, 240 Mass. 601. 


Maine 


The Maine governor required the 
justices of the Supreme Judicial 
Court of Maine to say whether the 
Maine constitution prevents the ap- 
pointment or election of women to 
public offices. 

It was held that the constitution 
of Maine does not exclude women 
from public offices. Referring to a 


Maine statute enacted August 31st. 
1920, which provides that the right to 
hold office shall not be denied on ac- 
count of sex, the opinion states: 


By Burnita Shelton Matthews 


Editor’s Note: Mrs. Matthewsis Legal Re- 
search Secretary of the Woman’s Party. She 
isa member of the District of Columbia Bar and 
the Bar of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
She has an L. L. B. and L. L. M. degree from the 
National University Law School. 


What Women Are Thinking 


ELIZABETH ROBINS 
In ANCILLA’S SHARE 


HILE they are the bless- 

ing of the _ individual 

woman's life, ‘‘“good"’ men 
may be the enemies of progress. 

Our eyes and ears are opened 
to this truth when we catch our- 
selves saying with a happy su- 
periority: “Men have always 
been very nice to me.” As if 
that touched the outermost fringe 
of the question! 

No one has said that men are 
not human. Naturally there are 
those who are “nice” to some 
women. It is sometimes their 
business to be nice to certain 
women. It is often their pleasure 
to be nice. 

That men are commonly more 
generous in their private dealings 
than just in their public acts is 
undoubtedly a snare to women 
who have only private dealings 
with men. Women who sit in the 
sun of private benevolence have 
been soothed to a mean com- 
plicity in the misery of the mass. 
In the eyes of many a woman to 
whom men have been “very nice” 
there seems an ungraciousness too 
raw in pointing out that man’s 
private attempt to right the pub- 
lic balance by compensatory kind- 
ness to individuals, by conferring 
immunities and privileges, by all 
that he has thought of as chivalry, 
is to offer a dole of bright far- 
things in lieu of the gold of equal 


inheritance. 


“This Act but carries out the legal 
effect of the Nineteenth Federal 
Amendment. True, that amendment 


grants in terms only the right of suf- 
frage to women and not the right to 
hold office, and the one may not al- 
ways be equivalent to the other. But 
so far as we have been able to ascer- 
tain, while the courts have frequently 
held constitutional a woman’s right 
to hold certain offices for which she 
had no power to vote, we have discov- 
ered no case in which her right to 
hold office was denied where she pos- 
sessed the right to vote therefor. * * * 

* * Every political distinc- 
tion based upon the consideration of 
sex was eliminated from the consti- 
tution by the ratification of the 
amendment. Males and females were 
thenceforth, when citizens of - the 
United States, privileged to take 
equal hand in the conduct of govern- 


“When the ballot was conferred 
upon the colored race by the adoption 
of the Fifteenth Amendment, it is 
common knowledge that it was fol- 
lowed by the elections of persons of 
that race to office in various sections 
throughout the southern states, and 
we are unable to find that their right 
to hold office was ever questioned. It 
was accepted as a corollary of their 
right to vote. There is nothing in 
our state constitution expressly giv- 
ing men the right to hold office. It 
is silent on that point. It has been 
implied from their having the right 
to vote. Now that women as well as 
men are qualified electors, the same 
implication follows respecting wom- 
en.” Opinion of the Justices, 119 
Maine 603. 


California, Michigan, Montana 


Other states which hold that the 
extension of the franchise to women 
had the effect of placing women upon 
a plane of equality with men as to 
holding public office include Califor- 
nia, Michigan and Montana. Reed 
v. Hammond, 18 Cal. App. 442; Peo- 
ple ex rel. Liebnitz v. Patterson, 214 
Mich. 245; Rose v. Sullivan, 56 Mon- 
tana 480. 

Kansas 


Even as far back as 1876, when 
Kansas women could not vote, the 
Supreme Court of that state held a 
woman eligible to the office of County 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
under a constitution which contained 
no express disqualifications of women 
for the office, and no affirmative 
statement of qualifications which 
would exclude them. Wright v. Noell, 
16 Kansas 601. The basis of the 
court’s decision is that all political 
power is lodged in the people and all 
powers not delegated by the constitu- 
tion remain with them; that since 
they did not stipulate a sex qualifica- 
tion they intended no restriction in 
this respect, but meant to leave them- 
selves free to choose whomsoever they 
pleased. 


Florida, Iowa, Nebraska, Oklahoma 


Other states where women have 
been held eligible to office in the ab- 
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sence of constitutional restriction, 
and apparently in the absence of 
woman suffrage, include Florida, 
Iowa, Nebraska and Oklahoma. Opin- 
ion to the Governor, 62 Fla.1. Huff 
v. Cook, 44 Iowa 639. State ea rel. 
Jordan v. Quible, 86 Neb. 417, 27 
L. R. A. N. 8.531. Gilliland v. Whit- 
tle et al., 33 Okla. 708. 


Texas 


By the constitution of Texas jury 
service is limited to “men.” Teras 
Const., Art. 5, Sec. 13. Prior to the 
. Nineteenth Amendment to the Fed- 
eral Constitution, the Texas consti- 
tution limited suffrage also to “male” 
citizens. Teras Const., Art. 6, Sed 
2. It may well be argued that if it 
required the insertion of the term 
“male” to exclude women of Texas 
from the right of suffrage and the 
right to serve on juries, then a simi- 
lar limitation is required to disqual- 
ify women from holding office. Pind- 
lay Thorn et al., 1 How. Prac. N. 8. 
70 (N. Y.). State ex rel. v. Hostet- 
ter, 137 Mo. 636. 

There is no express provision in the 
Texas constitution excluding the 
women of Texas from holding public 
office. It is true that the pronoun 
“he” is used, but it is a part of the 
ceneral law of the state that where 
persons are referred to by words im- 
porting the masculine gender, females 
are included. T'exas Stats., Art. 5502. 
Besides there are decisions holding 
that the mere use of such a word as 
“his” in a constitution defining offi- 
cers’ qualifications does not evidence 
a purpose to bar women. State er 
rel. v. Hostetter, supra. Opinion, 240 
Mass. 601. See also People v. Baritz, 
212 Mich. 580. “When the law is 
silent respecting qualifications to of- 
fice, it must be understood that elect- 
ors are eligible.” Cooley on Prin- 
ciples of Constitutional Law, third 
edition, page 285. It follows that 
there is no barrier in the Texas con- 
stitution to the election of a woman 
to public office. This was the deci- 
sion recently handed down in the case 
of Mrs. Ferguson by the highest court 
of Texas. 


Other States 


Even before the franchise was ex- 
tended to women, many states held 
them eligible for office in the absence 
of express constitutional or statutory 
provisions excluding them. This was 
the position taken when Missouri 
held a woman eligible to the office of 
county clerk. State ex rel. v. Hostet- 
ter, 137 Mo. 636; when Kentucky held 
a woman eligible to the office of no- 
tary public (Harbour-Pitt Shoe Co. 
v. Divon, 60 S. W. 186); when Flor- 
ida and Nebraska held a woman eligi- 
ble to the office of County Treasurer 
(Opinion of the Justices, 62 Fla. 1; 
State ex rel. Jordan v. Quible, 27 
L. R. A. N. 8. 581); when Texas held 
a woma neligible to the position of 
deputy clerk (Delaney v. State, 90 
S. W. 642); when Iowa and Kansas 
held a woman eligible to the office 
of county superintendent of schools 
(Huff v. Cook, 44 Iowa 6389; Wright 
v. Noell, 16 Kansas 601); and when 
Oklahoma held a.woman eligible to 
the office of clerk of the District 
Court (Gilliland v. Whittle et al., 33 
Okla. 708). 


The Common Law 
Under the old common law women 


held many public offices. Justice 


Moore writes thus of women’s eligi- 
bility to office under the common 
law: 


“England has had many rulers who 
were women. All history does not 
record a more brilliant reign of any 
sovereign than the intelligent and 
capable Queen Victoria. Women have 
held almost all the offices of the 
kingdom. Anne, Countess of Pem- 


‘broke, held the office of Sheriff of 


Westmoreland, and exercised the du- 
ties thereof in person, at a time when 
the sheriffs held court and exercised 
judicial power. Eleanor was ap- 
pointed lord keeper of England, and 
performed the duties of lord chan- 
cellor in person. She sat as judge, 
performing the duties of lord chan- 
cellor, judicial as well as ministerial, 
for nearly a year. A woman was al- 
lowed to be the keeper of a castle. 
So, an overseer of the poor, governor 
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of a workhouse, keeper of a prison, 
commissioner of sewers, and marshal 
of a court.” Attorney-General v. 
Abbott, 121 Mich. 540, opinion of 
Moore, J. 


In the history of our law no deci- 
sion has ever gone to the extent of 
holding that a woman, simply be- 
cause she is a woman, is disqualified 
from the office for which she is a 
voter. Opinion of the Justices, 119 
Maine 603. Since women became 
voters, their eligibility to office has 
been conceded each time that it has 
been called into question, and this, 
whether or not enabling legislation 
had been passed. Opinion of the Jus- 
tices, 240 Mass. 601, 119 Maine 603; 
People ex rel. Liebnitz v. Patterson, 
214 Mich. 245; Rose v. Sullivan, 56 
Montana 480; Reed v. Hammond, 18 
Cal. App. 442. 


In General 


The common law is a system of 
principles expanding with the prog- 
ress of society. A statute cannot alter 
by reason of time, but a common law 
rule may, because when the reason 
for the rule fails, the rule itself fails. 
24 L. R. A. 740. The political eman- 
cipation of women destroys any rea- 
son there might have been for a com- 
mon law rule that women are ineligi- 
ble to public office. Likewise it de- 
stroys the force of all decisions 
against women’s eligibility which are 
based upon the common law. 


By the laws and the usages of our 
times, a married woman is largely 
emancipated from the common law 
disabilities; her civil existence is no 
longer merged into that of her hus- 
band, but she is a separate entity; 
and women have been given the fran- 
chise on equal terms with men. 

If the right to hold office has been 
denied the married woman because of 
her subjection to her husband and her 


~ total inability ot act independently 


of him, these grounds have been ut- 
terly taken away. The reason for the 
rule having ceased, the rule itself 
ceases. 


W omen in Ireland 


“It is a mistake to think that I[re- 
land did not feel the world catastro- 
phe. The recruiting campaign was 
responsible for young women being 
drawn into economic ranks in large 
numbers. The demand for labor in 
Great Britain had its reactions in 
Ireland, as hundreds of girls of all 
classes, many of whom had never 
been out of Ireland before, took up 
work there. In the South very able 
women took a foremost place among 


HE present position of women in 
Ireland is outlined by Dora Mellone 
in the International Suffrage News. 
Miss Mellone writes: 


the leaders of the Sinn Fein move- 
ment in the years before the Anglo- 
Irish Treaty. Political and still 
more economic rights may be with- 
held from women, but during periods 
of stress and strain, a front place in 
the struggle, whether it be on an in- 
ternational or, as in Ireland, a na- 
tional basis, is never refused, and 
women are ever forward to claim 
such a place. 


“The economic depression follow- 
ing the closing down of war indus- 
tries, and the disturbances at home, 
caused widespread unemployment in 
Ireland. In such periods of distress 
the father must be fed, else he will 
not be able to take any chance job 


which may come his way; the mother 
is content with a cup of tea and a 
‘piece,’ for it seems to be impossible 
to persuade the pregnant mother that 
her duty to her unborn child requires 
that she herself should be fed. So 
infant mortality forms a sad index 
to the unemployment register, while 
the disturbed conditions and the fre- 
quent street fighting have had a 
serious reaction on the physical and 
mental development of the children, 
North and South alike. 


“In the Northern area the political 
status of women is identical with 
that in Great Britain. The existence 
of a strong feminist organization in 
Belfast is a guarantee that present 
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proposals for equal franchise before 
the Imperial Parliament will be im- 
mediately adopted by the Parliament 
of Northern Ireland. 


“In the North, again, as elsewhere, 
women undertook the various forms 
of war work and fulfilled them with 
that organizing ability and sound 
business capacity characteristic of 
the women of Ulster. The mill girls, 
with their inherited skill for spinning 
and weaving the finest damask table 
linen, turned willingly to the very 
different looms used for turning out 
the aeroplane cloth. The women of 
Ulster gave their husbands and sons 
to die in the ranks of the Ulster Di- 
vision as bravely as did the women 
of every other country. 


“In the Free State equal citizen- 
ship is guaranteed under the consti- 
tution. With the restoration of order 
came the inevitable anti-feminist re- 
action, felt most strongly on the eco- 
nomic side. For instance, during the 
‘black and tan war’ before the Anglo- 
Irish Treaty, women police trained 
in Great Britain formed part of the 
crown forces. After the treaty a 
proportion of these were drafted into 
Northern Ireland and were used for 
special police work, being still an 
auxiliary to the military authorities. 
In this capacity their services were 
greatly appreciated by the Northern 
government. Yet for three years the 
Belfast Women’s Advisory Council 


has in vain urged the appointment of 
additional women police as part of 
the ordinary police force. The Minis- 
ter for Home Affairs has definitely 
refused this most urgent reform. 
Thus, as usual, military necessity is 
held t» be sufficient justification for 
the employment of women; the civil 
necessity is ignored. 


“In the Free State the reaction is 
felt most strongly on the economic 
side. Recent proposals by the Minis- 
ter of Education included a differen- 
tiation between the scholarships of 
boys and girls to the extent in some 
cases of £10a year. The same tendency 
is felt in other directions. A recent 
act of the Free State Parliament pro- 
vides that every woman on the regis- 
ter for jury service may ask for ex- 
emption at the commencement of 
each year, without giving any reason. 
If she omits to send in the form pro- 
vided for this purpose, no exemption 
will be given except for the most 
definite reason, such as a medical cer- 
tificate stating the woman summoned 
is unable to attend. It is not sur- 
prising that 5000 women in Dublin 
City alone availed themselves of this 
opportunity so kindly afforded by a 
benevolent government, ever anxious 
to consider the needs of the weaker 
sex—when war needs are over. It is 
rather curious that a Dublin news- 
paper should have seen in the appli- 
cations of these 5000 women a justi- 
fication for the measure. 
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A recent advertisement for assist- 
ant librarian in the National Library 
fixes the commencing salary and 
maximum amount at differing rates 
for men and women. It commences 
with £200 for men; the minimum fig- 
ure for women in_ significantly 
omitted. 


“The official scale of salaries sanc- 
tioned by the Northern Ministry of 
Hducation is based on the same prin- 
ciple of unequal pay for equal work, 
in spite of the brilliant successes of 
women in the recent examinations in 
Queen’s University, Belfast. The 
outlook of women in Ireland has, 
however, changed since the war. 
They have realized that for the sake 
of the community they must claim 
their just share in the service of the 
community. Hence the greatly in- 
creased work of the Belfast Women’s 
Advisory Council; hence the forma- 
tion of a Dublin Council of Women, 
to focus the opinions of the ‘few ad- 
vanced women’ in matters parlia- 
mentary and municipal. Hence the 
linking up of these two organizations 
by the formation of the National 
Council of Women of Ireland, acting 
as the national unit for affiliation 
with both international women’s or- 
ganizations. This co-operation be- 
tween North and South, commenced 
under circumstances of extreme diffi- 
culty, is a hopeful augury for the fu- 
ture of the woman movement in Ire- 
land.” 


Correspondence 


Philadelphia, Pa., 
November 3d, 1924. 


THE Epitor or EquaL RIGHTS: 


I have been asked my opinion of the 
WOMEN FOR CONGRESS movement 
which has been launched in the United 
States. I am heartily in favor of this 
movement. I was in favor of woman 
suffrage from the beginning, and this last 
step seems to me but the logical result of 
the whole history of the movement. Not 
only will the special interests of women 
and of children be better protected, but 
the whole tone of politics will be im- 
proved. 


By making their movement non-parti- 
san and supporting candidates of diver- 
gent parties, the National Woman’s Party 
is following the right method. There are 
some interests that women alone can be 
trusted to conserve. We ought not to lin- 
ger behind England in giving women a 
share in the national legislature. All 
Americans are proud of Lady Astor in 
the Parliament ef England. There are 
other women of her gift in America, and 
the country is entitled to their shrewd 
mother wit and common sense in Con- 
gress. 

We need to bear in mind that right 
discrimination is a sign of intellect. The 


wise voter will select each candidate with 
care, and not simply endorse his party’s 
nominee in block. The nomination of 
these women enlarges the voters’ powers 
of choice, and will make it possible to 


give the President a Congress that will . 


represent all the elements of society— 
women among the rest. 
Sincerely, 
E. GRAMMER. 
(Reverend Dr. Carl E. Grammer, St. 
Stephen’s Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Philadelphia. ) 


Calcutta, India, 
57/1 Harish Mukerji Road, 
September 14th, 1924. 


D ear Editor of Equat RiGuHTs: 

I am writing to express my friendly 
feeling for the movement for Equal Rights 
for men and women that you are carrying 
on in your country. We read with much 
interest of how busy you are with demon- 
stration and assertion of woman’s rights 
on every conceivable occasion. 

Here the assertion of their rights is 
done very feebly by women, but already 
a section of the educated Bengali Hindu 
women are agitating for more rights; a 
larger sphere of activity; less dependence 
on men as superior beings. Our women 


in Bengal have started taking an active 
interest in politics, though they are very 
few. For the first time, almost, some of 
our young women are collaborating with 
men in the sphere of politics. 
Wishing all success for your movement, 
I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 
I. B. Sen, 
Barrister-at-law, High “ourt of Calcutta. 


Perth, West Australia, 
September 20, 1924. 


D ear Editor: 


Though I know little of American poli- 
tics, I am. following the WOMEN FOR 
CONGRESS campaign with interest, and 
wish every success for its goal, namely, 
that American women be directly repre- 
sented in Congress with American men. 

A precedent established in one coun- 
try immediately becomes an incentive to 
annother country to struggle to establish 
the same principle. 

That success may attend your efforts 
is the wish of 

Yours faithfully, 


Bessiz M. Riscusiera, 
President Australian Women’s Equal 
Citizenship Federation. 


= 
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From The Press 


Sex Problem 66 HEN the 
In Suffrage fight for 
Thos. R. Marshall, the Woman _ Suf- 
Former Vice-Presi- frage Amendment 
dent of the United was on it was not 
States, in Washing- a question of poli- 
ton (D.C.) Post, tics so much as it 
October 12. was a sex problem. 

The _ unfranchised 

women knew they 
were citizens, but they wished to get 
away from the status of the woman—the 
legal status of the woman. They objected 
to the law phrase ‘femme sole’ because it 
was suggestive of a woman who had not 
enjoyed the married state. They objected 
to ‘femme covert’ because that savored of 
a class composed of infants and other de- 
pendents. They were not content to be 
women and citizens; they wished to be 
voters, as though the right and duty 
which goes with suffrage would in some 
way destroy sexes in American life. 


“Now the political hurdy-gurdy is 
grinding out a new tune. After having 
won the fight to enfranchise women, and 
having eliminated sex in the management 
of politics and the control of public af- 
fairs, certain women are making it known 
that they are not content, even though 
they are citizens and voters. 


National Woman’s Party pro- 
poses an intensive campaign for the pur- 
pose of electing women to the House of 
Representatives. What the real idea be- 
hind such a movement is passes the com- 
prehension of mere man. It would, per- 
haps, be untrue to say that it is wholly a 
question of sex, and yet, what else is it? 
It is not a movement to elect the most 
competent candidate in each congress- 
ional district. It is not based on the 
theory that a woman candidate is better 
fitted for public service than a man can- 
didate. It seems to be a movement to 
elect women just because they are women. 
If this is so, it is an interesting develop- 
ment in our political life.” 


Two Million Dollar Fund 


Treasurer's Report 
EDITH AINGE: Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL: C. P. A., Auditor. 


ECEIPTS of National Headquarters, 
December 7, 1912, to October 20, 
1924, $1,271,861.47. 

Contributions, membership receipts and 
other receipts, October 20, 1924, to Octo- 
ber 30,1924: (Half of membership fees are re- 
tained by the State Headquarters. The half of 


these fees sent to National Headquarters are 
listed below): 


Mrs. Josevhine K. Dodge, $100.00 
Mrs. Albert M. Greenfield, Pa@............:cccecceeeeee 10.00 
Mrs. Margaret M. McBride, Pa&............:.ccccceeee 1.00 
1.00 
Mrs. Stanley McDowell, Pa............cccccccececececees 1.00 
Mrs. Geary Bloser, Pa.. 1.00 
Miss Marguerite M. Boyle, Pa&................:.ccceeses 1.00 
Miss Rosalie MacIntosh, 1.00 
Miss Margaret Stover, Cal pideiemansaneanle 10.00 
Mrs. William Kent, Cal 10.00 


Mrs. Anna Arovitch, Pa 


Mrs. Helena N. Gargan, dD. C 


Dr. Sofie A. Nordhoff-Jung, D. C........ 


Miss Bessie M. Pitts, D. C 


Mrs. R. T. J. Barber, D. —heaabaat 
Miss Dorothy Warren, D. C.......... 


Per Oklahoma Branch : 
Mrs. Blanche Little.... 


S 


Mrs. E. Eyler.. 


Mrs. Dora Patterson 


Mrs. Josephine Nevins Keal, Mich 
Mrs. Annie W. R. Mahood, Pa.... 


Miss Mary K. Gibson, Pa 


Miss Mary Carroll Dowell, Pa 


Mrs. Hennie Strouse, N. Y 


Miss Alice K. Liveright, Pa.. 


Mrs. Elinor M. Levey, N. 


Mrs. M. Aarnustin, Pa 


Miss Sheldon Jackson, D. C 


Mrs. Julia Hurlbut Bissell, : 


Miss Anna K. Stimson, Pa 


Mrs. Tracy Edson, N. Y.. 


Estate of Mrs. Saml. Dennis ‘Warren, Mass. 


Mrs. Halsted Lockwood wind Col 


RS 


Miss Laura M. Berrien, D. 


Miss Alice M. Young, Me.. 


Miss EB. A. Freed, Pa 


Mrs. Elinor H. Buckley, N. Y 


Sesses 


Mrs. Daisy M. Detterline, Pa. 


Miss Felice BE. Darkow, Pa 


Miss Ida W. Faust, Pa 


Miss Mary A. Kochel, Pa... 


Mrs. C. B. Wickersham, Pa.. 


Mrs. Martha J. Merrill, Pa 


Mrs. Eliza A. Yocorn, Pa 


Miss Rebecca H. Whelan, Pa 


Mrs. N. M. Walters, Pa... 


Mrs. Marion N. Kulin, Pa 


Mrs. Grace E Vail, Pa 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, Del..a................ 


Dr. Caroline Spencer, Col.... 


Anonymous, Pa. 


Mrs. Hortense Rubenstone, Pa 


Mrs. Bertha Schneyer, Pa 


Miss Selma H. Lowen, N. Y.. 


Mrs. Jean C. Green, Pa 


Miss Mary E. Converse, Pa.. 


Mrs. Annette BE. McCrea, 


Mrs. Edith Houghton Hooker, Md 
Mrs. B. A. Bartlett, N. Y... 


Mrs. 8. S. Schiller, Pa 


Miss James M. Nixon, Pa. 


Mrs. Tate MacKwen Robertson, Pa.... 


Mrs. Edward Dannebaum, Pa 


Mrs. D. Bortin, Pa 
Mrs. Kushbaum, Pa 


Mrs. Frances B. Reeves, Pa.... 


Mrs. I. A. Liveright, Pa...... 


Mrs. Mabel C. McCurrach, N. Y.... 


Mrs. Edward Brylawski, Pa 


Mrs. Preston K. Erdman, Pa 


Mrs. David M. Kramer, Pa 


Mrs. Herman E. Green, Pa.... 


Mrs. 8. N. Magill, Pa 


Mrs. Frances Head Adler, Pa 


Mrs. Harry G. Sundheim, Pa 


Mrs. 8S. K. Mulford, Pa 


Mrs. Philip Kind, Pa 
Mrs. J. H. Loucheim, 


Mrs. R. H. Day, Pa 


hom 


Mrs. Lloyd Williams, N. Y. 
Dr. Dora Hendrickson, IIl.. 


Mrs. Ruth M. Billikopf, Pa 
Mrs. A. Carl, D. C 


Mrs. Alice L. Cost, D. C 


Miss Ellen F. Sayward, Mass. 


Mrs. W. L. Wellington, N. Y 


Miss Dorothy Muller, Md 


Mrs. Charlotte Henchman, Pa 
Miss Edith Hall, D. C... 


Miss Eleanor A. Calnan, Mass. 


Miss Belle Selig, N. Y 


Mrs. Clara L. Burnham, I!1)...... 


Mrs. Emily N. Browne, N. J 


to 


Mrs. Charlotte T. Shepard, Pa 
Mrs. Roberta Laird, Pa ae 


Miss Jean Graflin, Pa 


Mrs. Matilda E. Wright, Pa.. 


Mrs. F. Emma Bishop, W. Va.......................... 
Mrs. Grace G. Hudson, Mich............................ 


Miss Grace Henshaw, Mass 


> 


Mrs. J. I. Montvid, Wis 


Mrs. Sophie G. Meredith, Va........ 


Mrs. Edward R. Peckerman, eee 


Mrs. Sol Selig, Pa 
Msis Emily F.. Webster, Wis.... 


Mrs. E. D. Brannan, N. Y 


Mrs. George D. McCreary, 


Miss Angela Marke, Pa........ 


— 


Mrs. Robert Bradford, Pa.......... 


Mrs. Henry K. Kelley, Pa 


Mrs. Eleanor Neilson Fisher, 


Miss Elizabeth J. Van Zeller, Pa. 


Miss Florence Healy, Pa....... 


Miss Gertrude M. Greene, 


Mrs. Alan H. Harris, Pa................ 


Dr. N. Louise Lawrence, Mass............ 


Mrs. W. Rosenberg, N. Y................ 


Miss Elizabeth J. Van Zeller, Pa 


Miss Jennie M. Saunders, Pa. 


Miss Mary A. Burnham, Pa...... 


Mr. Dudley Field Malone, N. Y 


Mrs. 8S. W. Staurs, N. nd 


to 


Dr. Maud Glasgow, N. Y............. 


Miss Anne L. Bassett, Conn 


Mrs. F. R. Hazard, N. «a 


Miss Elva Denkle, D. C...... 


Mrs. Emily Sargent Lewis, 


Mrs. Franklin §. Edmonds, Pa 


Mrs. EB. 8. Greenwell, Va............ 


Mrs. Florence Rudnick, Mass.... 
Mrs. Lyde H. Hertz, Mo.... ‘ 


Miss Emma Troth, Pa 


Mrs. F. H. Dale, Cal.... =. 


Mrs. Alice Park, Cal 


Mrs. Saidee B. Rgundy, Utah 


Miss Emma Durant, N. Y 


Miss Laura B. Cooper, Md 


Miss Isabella A. Van Canteren, Cal 


Mrs. Clara Breckenridge, Ohio 


Mrs. Henrietta Briggs Wall, Kan 


Miss Fidelia Jewett, Cal 


Dr. Lillian J. Martin, Cal 


Mrs. Mary Lewis, IIL........... 


Mrs. W. Mosely Swain, Pa 


Per New Jersey Branch: 
Mrs. Ida G. Miller 


Mrs. Inez Haynes Irwin, N. Y 
Miss Martha A. Ijams, Cal 


Mrs. Hetty M. Rehfisch, Cal 


Miss Emma J. Huston, Pa 


Miss Maude M. Starker, Cuba he 


Miss Frances P. Wright, Pa 


Miss Zora de Wolfe, Va..... 


Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, N. Y 


Miss Clara M. Hill, Mexico 


Miss Charlotte Berkman, Pa..... 


Mrs. M. J. Noyes, Del. 


Mrs. Anna Ross, Del.... 


Mrs. Ruth Baker- Crothers, N. 


Mrs. Kate C. Robertson, D. 


Mida Lutz, Md.... 
Mrs. Alice Sessums Leovy, Col 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters 


Sale of literature 


Collection at Philadelphia ‘street meetings... 
Total ag fF October 20, 1924, to Octo- 


ber 30 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSESSSES 


to 


Total receipts, December 7, 1912, to Oc- 


face, 


44-46 Springfield Avenue 


A Magic 


ou see this 
ways think 
of a good diamond. 
When you see a 
good diamond al- 
ways think of 


BERTL 


DIAMOND EXPERT 
Newark, N. J. 
Serving three generations of happy brides 


When 


Louise Bonney’s 
Bookshop 


17th and H Steeets 
Washington, D. C. 


The Vanity Hat Shop 


Original and Imported Designe 
MRS. KLEIN PETER 


727 Seventeenth Street 
WASHINGTON, 


Telephone Main 7478 


PRINTING 


P Rul 
Special Ruled B 


MIME-O-FORM SERVICE 


MULTIGQRAPHING, MIMBOGRAPHING 
TYPEWRITING, MAILING 


WASHINGTON, Dd. 


1216 F & AW. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Women in the Establishment of a: 


A Fine Apparel Shop 


featuring fashion garments from 


HICKSON, Inc. 


rROCKS SUITS WRAPS 
1216 F Street Northwest. 
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